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Mark your calendars!  
MADWAG 2008 is scheduled 
for Saturday, September 27, 
2008 from 12-3PM at the 
Rotary Shelter in Edmundson 
Park in Oskaloosa.  We are 
very excited to offer many new 
activities for you and your dog.  
This year’s theme is “Canine 
Olympics”. 

This event is an important 
fundraiser for the Stephen 
Memorial Animal shelter in 
Oskaloosa.  Last year, the 
event raised over $18,000.  All 
of these donations directly 
benefit the homeless pets of 
Mahaska and surrounding 
counties.  Our goal is to raise 
$20,000 in 2008.  There are 
great prizes, including 
bicycles, gift certificates, pet 
items and more!  Let’s set a 
record this year!  Start 
collecting those pledges. 

Activities for the day 
include: 
• 50/50 drawing 
• Canine Olympics – Great 

Prizes for both you and 
your pet. 

• The Fast and the Furriest 
(a.k.a. Radar Run) 

• Iron Dog – Does your dog 

have what it takes? 
• Best Pet Trick 
• Nail trimming (freewill 

donation) 
Let’s GO FOR THE GOLD! 

Plan to come with your family, 
stay for the games, and enjoy 
an afternoon celebrating the 
cherished pets in our lives.  
You do not have to own a 
pet to enjoy a wonderful day 

at the park. 
We are looking for 

volunteers to help plan this 
important event or to help on 
the day of MADWAG.  If you 
are interested in volunteering 
please contact Connie Rogers 
at (641) 673-5096. 

Lea Buerman and  
Connie Rodgers 

MADWAG 2008 Chairpersons 
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When some people come to 
the shelter to look at animals, 
they sometimes do not see the 
potential in a dog or a cat.  
Look at the dog in the first 
picture…not very adoptable 

looking is he?   
When Hunter came to the 

shelter, he was quite scared 
and matted, with actual live 
maggots and feces intertwined 
in the mats. You could tell he’d 

had no care for many months, 
or even years. 

 Two weeks, several “spa 
treatments”, and a donated trip 
to Angie’s Pet Grooming and 
Hunter wasn’t the same dog.  
Look at picture #2. YES, it’s 
the same dog! The day he 
returned from Angie’s, he 
actually “strutted” around the 
shelter, showing everyone just 
how handsome he was. 
Hunter is now a renowned 
traveler with his new parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Polhill of 
Belvidere, IL. 

Don’t Judge a Book by Its Cover 

A HAPPY TAIL : AJ & Tank 
Hello, just wanting to let you 

all know how the "boys" are 
doing. Shimmer (Tank) and 
Micki (AJ) are doing great. 
They are such a great addition 
to our family, and we are 
thrilled to have them both!  

Tank is doing SOOO great, 
he hasn't urinated anywhere 
but his litter box. He also 
hasn't tried marking either. So 
we are extremely happy that 
every thing worked out 
with him. Tank has turned 
out to be a huge lover! A 
little persistent for his 
attention at times, but we 
LOVE it! He's such a big, 
fat, loving ball of fur.  

AJ is doing great also, 
haven't had ANY problems 
with him! He's such a 
great, happy, and 

energetic little cat! He is quite 
the cat, FULL of personality!  

They are doing great, and 
doing awesome together! 
They wrestle and clean each 
other all the time, and are new 
best friends. I just thought I'd 
let you all know how they are 
doing. 

Thanks so much, 
Ashley Russell 
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A View on Volunteers 

This Canine Helper Loves Cheering People 
Hank is an old dog that likes 

to help the homeless pets at 
Stephen Memorial Animal 
Shelter and bring cheer to 
people around the area. 

He’s 10-½ years old and 
receives insulin shots for 
diabetes twice a day. He had 
surgery in July to have 
cataracts removed from both 
of his eyes. A canine 
ophthalmologist at the 
University of Missouri School 
of Veterinary Medicine 
performed the surgery. Tests 
completed prior to the surgery 
had diagnosed Hank as blind. 

Health problems have not 
slowed Hank down though. He 
loves to visit schools, nursing 
homes and other non-profit 
organizations. He has 20 
different costumes that he 
models, each to a different 
song. Hank’s “Mom,” Cindy 
Drost, says examples of his 
costumes are a black leather 
motorcycle-dude costume, 
complete with goggles, that he 
shows off to the song “Born to 
Be Wild.” He also has a 

striped prisoner 
outfit that he wears 
to Elvis’ “Jailhouse 
Rock,” and a 
Hawaiian shirt, 
khaki shorts and 
sunglasses for 
Kenny Chesney’s 
“When the Sun 
Goes Down.” 

Cindy’s daughter, 
Jordan, dresses 
Hank and leads him 
around while Cindy narrates 
the program. Cindy says she 
always begins the program by 
asking “How many of you own 
a dog?” 

“If it’s a program for a 
church or civic group, I tell 
them that my goal is that 
before the end of the program, 
those who don’t own a dog will 
be ready to go to Stephen 
Memorial Animal Shelter to 
adopt a dog,” Cindy says. “If 
it’s a program for a nursing 

home, I ask the residents to 
share stories about dogs 
which they used to have. I also 
explain during my program the 
health benefits of owning a 
dog.” 

Hank doesn’t charge for the 
programs he puts on, but 
sometimes groups give him 
money anyway. Hank donates 
all of the money given to him 
to Stephan Memorial Animal 
Shelter, making Hank a canine 
volunteer. 

Left: Hank models his prisoner costume. Above: Jordan Drost and Hank visit with 
residents of a nursing home. 
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Adorable 
Adoptables 

Lucky 
Lucky’s  mom was caught in 
a leg trap last year and had a 
litter of pups while caught in 

the trap. Mom and pups were 
found by a DNR employee 
and brought to the shelter. 
Lucky is one of those pups. 

To adopt these, or any of the animals at the 
Shelter, please call (641) 673-3991. The adoption 
fee for dogs is $85, and for cats it is $65.  

Betsy 
3+ years old 

Saint 
2 years old 

Sadie 
1½ years old 

Carly 
9 months old 

Lovey 
2 years old 

Mabel 
2 years old 

Remy 
4 months old 

Sugar 
1 year old 

Sheena 
12 weeks old 

This time of year is a demanding 
and stressful time for us as the 
Stephen Memorial Animal Shelter.  
But, it is also rewarding!  This is the 
season when we receive many, 
many litters of kittens – some 
healthy, but many sick and 
underage, without their mothers and 
in need of much care and nurturing.  
We also receive many sick and 
injured dogs and cats during these 
warm months of the year.  It puts a 
tremendous strain on our staff and 

our volunteers to take care of these 
animals in great need of medical 
care – but they rise to the occasion 
so beautifully. 

This time of year not only 
demands much of us physically and 
emotionally but also places great 
demands on our financial resources 
to provide the veterinary care these 
little guys need to get well and 
become adoptable.   

With each new kitten and puppy 
(and there are so many!), I think of 

how grateful I am to each and every 
one of you who have made the 
Stephen Memorial Animal Shelter 
such a wonderful sanctuary of love 
and caring for the animals.  And, of 
course, we take important care of 
people too, since those little guys, 
when they are well, will go on to be 
someone’s very best new friend! 

With many thanks for your 
continued kindness, consideration 
and support. 

Gabby Evans, Director 

If  you care about them… would you help us care for them? 
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In Memory of Wilma Brau 
Sylvia McClune 
 
In Memory of Marie E. Cook 
David A. Cook 
 
In Honor of Julie Flory 
Pella Rollscreen Foundation 
 
In Honor of James Lanphier 
Pella Rollscreen Foundation 
 
In Honor of Steven McCann 
Pella Rollscreen Foundation 
 
In Memory of Ryan Murry 
Barbara Ballou 
 

The animals at Stephen Memorial Animal Shelter thank the following individuals and organizations who have made donations to help. 

In Honor of Emma Shaw 
Jerry and Jane Nusbaum 
 
In Honor of the Shaw Kids 
Jerry and Jane Nusbaum 
 
In Memory of Barbara Van Klootwyk 
Agnes Ahrens 
Cheryl Davis 
Roger DenHartog 
Rhonda Pray 
Becky Reed 
 
In Memory of Ann Walker 
Leslie Crocket 
Alan and Ann Fender 
Kyran Cook and Kay Gfeller 
TJ and Kim Hawkins 

John and Sandra Jarvie 
Stephen L. Lilndberg 
Chuck and Emily Russell 
Gwen Senio 
Sue Micka Tietz 
Joey Walker 
Craig Walker 
Carrie Walker and Family 
Robert and Kathy Whiteside 
 
For the Animals 
Cargill 
Lea Buerman 
Marty Burroughs 
Peggy Dulin 
Catherine Garmaker 
Dennis Givens 
Employees of Interpower 

David Krewson 
Lois Howell Romine 
Carl Rosvold 
Dave Schisler 
David and Laura Schisler 
Jan VanBeek 
A loving bequest from Glenn and Hazel 
VanZee 
Pamela K. Werner 
 
For the Sweet Pitbull Puppy 
Jessica and Kent VanMaanen 
 
In Memory of Their Family Pet Abby 
Bill and Carol Vertz 
 
Sponsor 1 Cat and 1 Dog 
Andrew Glover 

 I am sending you pictures 
of Rusty so you can see how 
happy he is in his new home.  
He loves the grandkids, loves 
his freedom of his new wide 
open spaces here on the farm 
and swimming in the pond. He 
and his “brother Toby” get 
along good.  He is truly a great 
smart dog and I’m so thankful I 
found him and got to adopt 
him. 

Lona Harbison 
Fairfield, Iowa 

A HAPPY TAIL: Rusty 
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In This Issue… 

Mahaska Humane Society 
P.O. Box 404 
Oskaloosa, Iowa 52577 

 

Our “Wish” List 
• Treats 
• Toys 
• Bleach 
• Paper Towels 
• Bath Mats 
• Office Supplies 
• Brushes 
• Blankets 
• Throw Rugs 


