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ThreeLittleKittens Find a Foster Home

A few weeks ago | volunteered to foster three tiny little kittens for
Stephen Memorial Animal Shelter. At thetime | thought | was do-
ing a good deed by helping the shelter. Asit turned out, it has been
avery rewarding and pleasurable experience for me.

The three kittens have been ajoy to have around my apartment. |
quickly learned many new things such as: no place or thing is off
limits, no means yes to them, and everything is a potential play toy.
As| am writing this letter, Roo thought that my pen was a new toy
just for him. To have a snack means sharing with three starving
vultures that swarm around with sad eyes until | givein and share
my snack. These arejust afew of the memories| will hold dear. In

Testing the Water

a couple of weeks, the kittens will be placed for adoption and will be looking for homes that are

caring and willing to share that midnight snack with them.

The shelter has been a huge support through all of this. They have
been willing to cover al cost aslong as | supplied aloving home for
the kittens to wander freely in. | would highly recommend this ex-
perience to anyone who isan animal lover. It istruly a memorable
adventure. | know | would be willing to help out again.

Sincerely,

Kate DellaVedova and the Three Little Kittens-
Morris, Penny, and Roo

For adoption information , please call the

Playtime! Stephen Memorial Animal Shelter at 641-673-3991.

Shelter Saff Attend Training Conferencein Ames

In October, four employees of the Stephen Memoria Ani-

mal Shelter were able to take advantage of awonderful op-
portunity and attended the lowa Animal Sheltering Training
Conference, which was held in Ames. The conference was
offered at no charge through the generosity of sponsorsin-
cluding the Miccio Foundation, the Midwest Regional Of-
fice of the HSUS, and the |owa Federation of Humane So-
Cieties.

A wide variety of topics were presented including cat behav-
ior and assessment, keeping pets healthy and comfortablein
the shelter, animal cruelty investigations and evidence gath-
ering. The speakers were very knowledgeable and happy to

answer any questions. The world of animal care and control

is constantly changing and through continuing education Smarter than ever: Kathy Rivera, Jane
opportunities, shelter professionals learn how to improve Funni, Gabby Evans, and Stacy Shaw

daily operations and animal care and stay current on the lat-
est trends in animal sheltering.
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It's that time of year again: decorating, family gatherings, shopping for presents... Things can get pretty hectic. The
bad news isthat many petswill end up at the veterinarian®office this holiday season. The good newsis that yours
won®be among them if you're careful.

Certain things we overlook can be very dangerous to our pets. Take
the many hazards of the Christmas tree, for example. Ornaments
may look like cool toysto “Fido” and “FHuffy”, but your pets could
chew on them, swallow broken pieces and cause seriousinjury.
When you decorate, don’t go to the bottom of the tree with the orna-
ments. Try to keep them high enough to be out of reach. Also, make
sure lights and cords are not dangling so that they don’t become chew
toys. Tinsel can be an appealing target for play, but if ingested, it can
twist up theintestines. Thisis aparticular danger to cats and kittens,
who seem to find tinsel -- along with yarn, ribbon and string -- espe-
cially appealing to eat. If you have a pet that just can’t resist the
temptation to chew on those beautifully wrapped presents, don’t
place them out until Christmas Eve and put your pet in another room
for the night or in acrate.

B [ r'
If you have areal tree, make sure your pets don’t drink the water in the tree stand. Fertilizers and other chemicals can
leach into the water. Some dogs may even be inclined to break the rules of house-training on a freshly cut tree -- why
else, they reason, would anyone bring a tree into the house? And, the whole tree can come down on the cat climbing in
its branches. The best way to keep your pets out of tree trouble is by making the tree off-limits unless you@e there to
supervise.

When you have friends and family over, ask your guests not to feed |eftovers to your pet. They can cause diarrhea,
vomiting, and upset stomachs. Y ou also don’t want to offer your pet any poultry bones, pieces of which might be bro-
ken off and swallowed, causing serious damage and a trip to the vet. Even the largest turkey bones are prone to splin-
tering, sending shards through the animal®intestines. Should one pierce through the lining, the result can be deadly.
While cooked poultry bones are out, some raw beef bones can be safely substituted. Knuckle bones stand up to vigor-
ous gnawing, providing your pet with plenty of yummy, messy fun. Supervise your dog® chewing, and throw bones
out after afew hours of attention, before they get broken into pieces that can be swallowed.

Make sure al alcoholic drinks are out of reach as well as any chocolate. Even in small amounts, chocolateis toxic and
can befatal. If you think your pet has eaten any chocolate, call your veterinarian. Holiday plants such as mistletoe
may look intriguing to your pet, but they@e also toxic, as are the bulbs of the amaryllis plant. Again, the best cureis
prevention: Keep all dangerous plants out of the reach of your pets, and make the candy dish available to people only.
Keep any burning candles, potpourri, and gift baskets out of reach as well. If you think your pets may get into things
while you are entertaining, keep them crated or in a separate room until you can keep an eye on them.

With afew precautions, you and your pets can have atruly happy New Y ear!

Mahaska Humane Society 2005 Schedule of Board Meetings

Board meetings are held at 6:30 PM at the Oskaloosa Library. Everyone is welcome to attend.

January 10 May 9 September 12
February 21 June 13 October 10
March 14 July 11 November 14

April 11 August 8 December 12
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A Thank You from Shelter Pets

The following is athank you for all who have adopted pets.

Y ou can walk the malls and agonize over the items on your list but
you will not purchase a greater gift than the one you gave when you
said “Yes’ to apet in need.

Shelter pets do not come in perfectly wrapped presents that you find under you tree on Christmas

Day. They come to uswith histories, often sad, or imperfections such as missing teeth or scars from their
past. Some are strays with pasts that remain amystery. Some experience behavioral issues such as separa-
tion anxiety, digging, jumping, or barking while some have medical special needs that require additional
time and patience.

Asyou read this, please stop, take a deep breath, relax and smile. At some point this past year, you gave a
second or third chance, aloving home to one of God' s beautiful creatures who through no fault of their own
were put in a position of not being wanted, of not fitting into their families’ lives. Your caring, love and
generosity cannot be suppressed — you have given the ultimate gift.

On behalf of the dogs and cats who cannot speak for themselves, thank you for
adopting a shelter pet.

At atime of year that often becomes overwhelming, stressful and hectic, take a mo-
ment to look into your dog’s or cat’s eyes and receive the only gift they can giveto
you —their unconditional love — a special love that did not come into your life asthe
perfect package.

Bless you and Happy Holidays!!!!!

Pet PicturesWith Santa

On abeautiful Saturday in November, many people and
pets stopped by Earl May in Oskaloosa for a unique photo
opportunity with Santa Claus. Visitorsto Santalslap in-
cluded several dogs and cats, a couple of rabbits, two minia-
ture horses and aguinea pig. All of them wanted one thing
for Christmas... lots of love. (OK, sothe horsesdidn’t ac-
tually sitin hislap. They kept their hooves on the floor.
But, they did give Santatheir wish lists.)

Mark your calendars for next year. Santa and Rhonda Hart-
man of Hart to Hart Photography will be at Earl May on
Saturday, November 12, 2005 from 10:00 until 2:00. Pic-
tures with Santa make great memories and fabul ous Christ-

mas cards that will be ready in time to mail to al your

friends and family. (People can bein the pictures, too!) Max snuggles with Santa while Millie poses pretty for the camera.
Max and Millie belong to Dan and Tabatha Lennie of Albia.
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ANOTHER MADWAG SUCCESS!!
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Success: Pledges gathered by the walkers that day totaled almost $7,900.00!! (This surpasses our 2003 total by
over $1,000). The 50-50 challenge was met, so our generous anonymous donor matched the pledged amount. Do-
nations from corporate sponsors and other advance donations totaled $2,800.00! After paying our expenses of
$1,300, our profit for the afternoon totaled $16,266.54!! All funds will be used for the welfare of the animals in our
shelter.

Success: The winners of the highest pledge contest were Tyler Thompson for the under-12 group and Jennifer
Breuklander for the adult group. Each received an awesome bike donated by Sampson Jannenga, a shelter alumnus
(along with his human companion, John Jannenga of Pedal Power).

Success: Dogs and their owners all had fun in the contests: Best Pet Trick, Best Dog/Owner Look-Alike, and Best
Tail-Wagger. Several demonstrations were given; a big hit this year was seeing the dogs of the Cyclone Flyers Flyball
Team racing through the course with grins on their faces and glee in their eyes. Our emcee for the afternoon, Fred
Koogler of Pella, did a terrific job.

Success: Support from our community leaders was evidenced by the large number of Celebrity Walkers. Our
thanks go to all of them; we appreciate and need their support.

Success: MADWAG 2004 was made possible by so many volunteers, supporters, and sponsors that we can't thank

all of you individually. A big Thank you to everyone involved! You made a big difference in the lives of our home-
less animals.

BEST-IN SHOW SPONSORS

Canine Good Citizen Sponsors
Oskal oosa Food Products '%;l '%;l
First National Bank Midwest & &
Tri-County Vet Clinic
Mahaska Drug

Pawsitive Partners
American Legion Post 34
HyVee
Edgetowne Furniture
Vicki Brown
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A Good Time Was Had By All!

lowa Corn Dog Turned Cosmopolitan Canine!

Julie was on a cross-country camping trip with a couple of friends when she saw
our pet poster at Dairy Queen and called the shelter about one of the dogs on the
poster. She wound up adopting our “ Barney” (now renamed Oliver) and taking him
home to the Big Apple.

Hello Jane and everyone at the shelter,

| wanted to write to thank you so much for finding and saving Oliver (aka Barney).
Heis awonderful companion and has brought such joy to my life. | absolutely love
him! He has settled into lifein NY, becoming a pro at the subway and aregular at
the dog run. | recently moved to a new home in Brooklyn with a small back yard.
And Oliver isin heaven chasing the squirrels.

Hope al iswell with you all. Thank you, Thank you, Thank you!

_ _ Oliver’s Favorite Thing—Belly Rubs!
And Happy Holidays. - Julie
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The following individual s and organizations have generously contributed to the Stephen Memorial Animal Shelter between
August and November 2004. (Due to space constraints, MADWAG walker donations and pledges are not included on thislist.
MADWAG sponsors are listed on page 4.)

Beryl and Betty Adams Hawkeye Real Estate Louise Pothoven
Amber Attema Theola Herrmann Carleton Powers
Andrew Attema Pat Hetherington Jane Robinson
Lannie Bosveld Steven Hicks Candace Scharff
Susan Brackin Interpower Corporation Antonette Schultz
Ronald Dobson Tish Kelderman Rick and Peggy Sneed
Frances Eveland Danyell Klein Gregory and Judith Van Rees

Jolinda Fairchild Koogler Family Foundation Lynn Verros
Linda Fuqua Nita Nedderman Emmy Voss
Dannie and Shawna Gilchrist Jack Nelson Lowell and Marie Ware
D.R.S. Transport Jerome Nusbaum Tami Watkins
Elaine Hart Oskaloosa Community Schools Vernon Wells

Pella Rolscreen Foundation

Contributions have been received in loving memory of the following individuals:

In Memory of Joe Glasscock by Ray Mobley, Cargill Sweetners Procurement Team, and Jill Brumbraugh
In Memory of Bernice Melcher by Mary Bracket, Melanie Hirl, John Melcher, and Michael Melcher
In Memory of Audrey Stone by Atlantic Animal Health Center, Lorene Eppelsheimer, Dan and Karen Flick, P. Diane Gill, Harriet

Lenarz, and Scott Stone

The Stephen Memorial Animal Shelter could really use the following items this Holiday Season and all year long.
You can help make Christmas a little merrier for pets who don’t have a home for the Holidays!

Dog and Cat collars (new or used) Rawhide bones Laundry detergent
Leashes Pig ears Garbage bags

Squeaky Toys Treats and toys for cats and dogs Kitty Litter (non-clumping)
Heated Water Bowls Paper towels (lots!) Stamps

Dry Pet Food (dog, cat, puppy or kitten) Liquid bleach Bath mats

And, of course, monetary donations ar e always desper ately needed and very much appr eciated!

|Please enter your donation amount here: $

Y our Name: Phone:

Address: City: State: Zip:

Email:

If this donation is a gift or in honor or memory of someone special, please include a note and we will mail an acknowledgement
card to the individual or family.

Donations save lives! You can help! Please mail contributionsto the Stephen Memorial
Animal Shelter, 2299 235th Street, Oskaloosa, |A 52577. Thank you very much!



Happy Tail: “The Duke”

Hello Stephen Memorial Animal Shelter:

Just wanted to share a picture of Duke. The ad on pet-
finder.com was 100% correct. Heis an awesome dog,
oneinamillion. Dukeisdoing very well and bringing us
MUCH love and happiness. We have worked on the
jumping up....now he jumpsin the air when he is excited!
Quite a sight to see. We have kept his name Duke...it just
seemed to fit so well.

We would really like to thank you all for taking such ex-
cellent care of him. We are definitely wrapped around his
(big) paws!

Dukeisloving lifein hisnew home.
Sara and Mike

Hi everyone,

| don’t know if al of you know or remember me, but I'm Duke, one of the “lucky pups’ to find a great for-
ever home with the help of the staff and volunteers at the Stephen Memorial Animal Shelter.

| came to the shelter on June 3, 2004, after running loose in Mahaska County. | arrived full of burrs, dirty,
hungry and thirsty. When | got there, everyone gave me lots of love and attention. Then, they did a horrible
thing........ they gave me aBATH. | was devastated for the first few minutes, then thought, “Hmmmm, I'm
starting to look pretty good. | don't feel too bad either.” So, | went along with it, waiting patiently until they
were done cleaning me up. | then got a nice warm bed, plenty of food and water, and attention from the vol-
unteers and staff. Not too bad for awhile. | just knew | would get a good home right away. After all, | had
beautiful markings, and was now all clean and shiny, and who could resist my loving, happy personality.

| was alittle older than some of the other dogs at the shelter, and my feelings started getting hurt by the peo-
ple walking by or petting me and going on to the next one. | wanted to yell out, and say “Hey, two years old
isn’t ancient, | have lots of love and energy”. Most people wanted “smaller or younger”. Folksdidn’t real-
ize that at my age, | wouldn’'t go through the “puppy stage’; I'd already doneit. | really didn’t take up much
more room than a small dog, and was already almost housetrai ned.

People kept going by, smiling, saying | was cute and going on to the next dog or cat until, FINALLY the call
camel! On September 19", agreat couple from out of town saw my picture on Petfinder and thought | was a
doll. I knew it, somebody finally wanted me!! They came to visit, took me for along walk, and fell in love!

They filled out the adoption form and took me home!

My new family loves me and | love them and want to thank all the volunteers who walked me, the staff that
took care of me, and Angi€'s Pet Grooming for giving me a not-too-extreme makeover.

It just goes to show that there really is someone for everyoneto love! Thanks guys!
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Stephen Memorial Animal Shelter é
Phone: (641) 673-3991 i |

animal @kdsi .net &

Visit the website and see our pets on the net!
www.smas.petfinder.com

Shelter Hours
Tuesday - Friday: 12:00 - 6:00
Saturday: 11:00 - 4:00
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This exciting, delicious fundraiser is back for a second year!

The extralarge, tart Granny Smith apples are smothered in caramel, dipped in
milk chocolate, drizzled with white chocolate, sprinkled with crushed toffee

candy and wrapped attractively with cellophane and ribbon. All of the apples
are handmade by shelter volunteers.

Absolutely mouthwatering, the finished product weighs almost a pound. De-
partment stores like Nieman Marcus, Saks Fifth Avenue and even the Home
Shopping Network sell identical applesfor $25 - $30 each. Buy yours from

the shelter for only $10 each and feel great knowing that all of the proceeds
help homel ess pets.

Theideal Vaentine's Day gift for your loved one, co-worker, friend or
neighbor, they are also a perfect “just because | want one” gift to yourself.
Many of the people who placed orders last year, wished they had ordered
more, but we sold out early! Be sureto order plenty. Supplies are limited.

To place your order, call the Animal Shelter at 641-673-3991 or you may con-
tact Monica Becker at 641-672-0187. Apples may be picked up the week prior

to Valentine’' s Day, or if you live in the Oskaloosa area, please inquire about
delivery. Thank you!

ll' iy
"IF
¥

{
{

i

4

)

/]

% |

lll Il
" i
|

i

¢

&

I
\:

E
{

Valentine's Day Gourmet Double Chocolate Caramel Apples




